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Highway Safety Data Analysis

Figure 1 shows Connecticut’s motor vehicle crash experience for the year 2012 and compares it with the
prior year. Overall, the number of police reported crashes in the State increased by 22 percent from the
year 2011. An increase was observed in property damage only crashes (+33.1 percent) and a decrease
was observed in injury crashes (-3.1 percent). Fatal Crashes showed an increase (+6.3 percent).

In 2012, there were 221 fatal crashes in which 236 persons were killed. The fatality total was 6.8 percent
higher than in the previous year. Serious “A” injuries increased by 6.3 percent in 2012, while “B” level
injuries decreased by 8.1 percent and “C” level injuries decreased by 0.6 percent.

Figure 1. 2011 Connecticut Motor Vehicle Crash Profile
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1. Percent change 2012 vs. 2011

2. Data on fatal crashes are from the NHTSA Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS). Data on injury and property damage
only crashes are from the Connecticut Department of Transportation’s Collision Analysis System

3. “Other” includes pedestrians, bicyclists and other non-motorists

4. Injury severity codes: “A” = severe injury, “B” = moderate injury, “C” = minor injury

*-The Collision Analysis System data used in this report is considered preliminary and may exclude data from a small number
of towns
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Table 1. U.S., New England Region, Connecticut Fatalities Overview

Change
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2008-12
%
Total Fatalities
U.S. Total 37,423 33,883 32,999 32,479 33,561 -10.3%
Region Total 1,097 990 1,094 942 998 -9.0%
Connecticut 302 224 320 221 236 -21.9%
Driver Fatalities*
U.S. Total 19,279 17,670 16,864 16,474 16,769 -13.0%
Region Total 568 514 557 518 512 -9.9%
Connecticut 141 115 157 117 114 -19.1%
Passenger Fatalities*
U.S. Total 7,512 6,856 6,507 6,036 6,143 -18.2%
Region Total 177 183 182 146 156 -11.9%
Connecticut 45 37 55 33 40 -11.1%
Motorcyclist Fatalities
U.S. Total 5,312 4,469 4,518 4,630 4,957 -6.7%
Region Total 167 172 181 129 163 -2.4%
Connecticut 63 45 52 37 40 -36.5%
Pedestrian Fatalities
U.S. Total 4,414 4,109 4,302 4,457 4,743 7.5%
Region Total 155 112 148 127 140 -9.7%
Connecticut 47 26 46 26 36 -23.4%
Bicyclist Fatalities
U.S. Total 716 628 623 680 722 0.8%
Region Total 23 8 24 17 22 -4.3%
Connecticut 6 1 7 8 4 -33.3%

* excludes motorcyclists
Source: FARS Final Files 2008-2011; Annual Report File 2012

Over the 5-year period of 2008 to 2012, the number of fatalities in Connecticut has decreased by 22
percent, compared to a decrease of 9 percent in NHTSA’s New England Region, and a 10 percent
decrease for the entire nation. None of the categories showed an increase in Connecticut. The largest
decreases were in the motorcyclist and bicyclist categories (-37 percent and -33 percent, respectively).

2012 Crash Rates

Table 2 shows Connecticut’s fatality and injury rates for 2012 based on population, licensed drivers and
vehicle miles of travel, along with similar rates for the United States. The table indicates that the State’s
fatality rates are below national levels. Connecticut’s fatality rate was 6.6 fatalities per 100,000
population compared to 10.7 per 100,000 for the U.S. as a whole. Connecticut’s fatality rate per 100
million miles of travel was 0.8 compared to the national figure of 1.1 fatalities per 100 million miles of
travel. On the other hand, the non-fatal injury crash rates in Connecticut were higher than those for the
nation as a whole.
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Table 2. Connecticut and U.S. 2012 Fatality and Injury Rates

CT Data for 2012 Rate Base Fatality Rate Injury Rate
Population : :

o Per 100,000 Population CT: 6.6 CT: 930
3,590,347 us: 10.7 us: 719
Licensed Drivers : 9. : *

Per 100,000 Licensed Drivers CT:9.5 CT:1,343
2,485,708 US: 15.8 us: 1,114
Vehicle Miles of Travel Per 100 Million Miles of CT:0.8 CT: 107
31,269,000,000 Travel us: 1.1 us: 79

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau; NHTSA; Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).
* FHWA does not include restricted licenses in their count—recent upgrades in CT teen driving laws may lower their number of

persons licensed to FHWA and inflate the rate.

Crash Trends

Table 3 contains data on the annual number of fatal crashes, the number of persons killed, injury
crashes, and the number injured for the 22-year period from 1991 to 2012. Also shown are the number
of licensed drivers and annual vehicle miles of travel for the State. The table shows that the 236 fatalities
recorded in 2012 is the third lowest figure in the 22-year period. Fatalities increased from 221 in 2011, a
7 percent increase. Total injuries (33,388) in 2012 is the lowest figure in the period reported. The
number of severe injuries (“A” injuries) reported (1,779) in 2012 is the second lowest figure reported in
22 years.

In the 221 fatal crashes that occurred in 2012, 53 drivers were reported as speeding or operating too
fast for conditions and 22 were reported as driving under the influence of alcohol or other drugs (see
Table PT-2). Of the vehicles involved in fatal crashes, 162 were automobiles, 89 were light trucks
(including 43 SUVs, 13 vans, and 33 pickup trucks), and 39 were motorcycles.

Of the 236 fatalities that occurred in 2012, 40 (17 percent) were non-occupants such as pedestrians and
bicyclists, 154 (65 percent) were vehicle occupants, and 40 (17 percent) were motorcyclists (two were
other non-occupants).
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Table 3. Trend Data 1991-2012

. Injured Miles of Licensed

Year Fatal Killed Injury Travel Drivers
Crashes Crashes All Alnjury | Blnjury | ClInjury (_1(_)0 (000)
Million)

1991 281 310 27,893 40,564 6,221 9,978 24,365 266.3 2,212.7
1992 267 297 29,414 43,184 6,490 9,435 27,259 264.6 2,357.6
1993 324 342 29,619 43,965 6,276 9,439 28,250 270.1 2,180.3
1994 286 312 32,116 | 47,514 6,263 9,663 31,588 2714 2,318.5
1995 287 317 32,594 48,595 5,602 12,522 30,471 280.4 2,349.1
1996 296 310 33,849 49,916 4,898 12,277 32,741 281.4 2,343.8
1997 314 338 32,623 48,432 4,671 11,832 31,929 285.5 2,270.2
1998 306 329 31,470 | 47,115 4,187 11,481 31,447 293.2 2,349.3
1999 270 301 32,909 49,304 3,927 12,229 33,148 299.3 2,373.7
2000 318 342 34,449 51,260 3,976 12,245 35,039 307.6 2,652.6
2001 285 312 34,133 50,449 3,598 12,052 34,799 308.4 2,650.4
2002 298 322 31,634 47,049 2,997 11,226 32,826 312.1 2,672.8
2003 277 298 30,952 45,046 2,731 10,881 31,434 314.3 2,659.9
2004 280 294 30,863 44,267 2,683 10,487 31,097 316.1 2,694.6
2005 262 278 29,429 41,657 2,465 10,442 28,750 316.8 2,740.3
2006 293 311 27,367 38,955 2,415 10,950 25,590 317.4 2,805.1
2007 269 296 27,367 38,955 2,415 10,950 25,590 320.5 2,848.6
2008 279 302 26,050 36,386 2,311 11,384 22,691 317.4 2,883.3
2009 211 224 25,720 36,447 2,155 10,981 23,311 314.2 2,916.1
2010 299 320 24,457 34,476 2,033 11,150 21,293 312.9 2,934.6
2011 208 221 24,436 34,186 1,673 9,602 22,911 312.0 2,986.3
2012 221 236 23,690 33,388 1,779 8,826 22,783 312.7 2,485.7

Sources: Fatal crash and fatality figures are from the FARS Final Files 2008-2011, Annual Report File 2012; Injury Data from CT
DOT.
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Figure 2 shows the trends in Connecticut’s fatality and injury rates per 100 million vehicle miles traveled
over the 1988 to 2012 period. These rates generally declined sharply in parallel throughout the 1980s.
Fatality rates continued to decrease during the 1990s and into the 2000s, reached a historic low of 0.70
per 100 million miles in 2009 and 2011, and increased slightly to 0.80 in 2012. The injury rates declined
from 2002 to 2006 after several years of little change and increased slightly from 2006 to 2007 only to
drop again between 2008 and 2012.

Figure 2. Killed & Injured per 100 Million Vehicle Miles Traveled: 1988-2012
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Sources: Fatal crash and fatality figures are from the FARS Final Files 1988-2011, Annual Report File 2012; Injury Data
from CT DOT.

Table 4 shows fatal, injury, and property damage-only crash rates per 100,000 population in
Connecticut's eight counties during the 2008 to 2012 period, while Table 5 presents total number of
fatalities by county. Not surprisingly, the greatest number of fatalities occurred in the most populous
counties of Hartford, New Haven, and Fairfield (Table 5). On the other hand, in recent years, these
counties generally have had fatal population-based crash rates that are below the statewide figures.



Table 4. Crash Rates by County

Rates per 100,000 Population by Year
County Crash Type
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Fatal 5.1 4.5 6.1 5.0 4.5
Fairfield Injury 770.1 721.3 675.5 698.8 660.8
Property Damage 2,475.2 2,335.1 2,180.9 1,569.7 | 2,183.7
Fatal 7.0 5.0 7.4 5.8 7.4
Hartford Injury 821.4 817.7 741.5 748.9 721.2
Property Damage | 2,244.8 2,335.3 2,064.7 | 1,511.0 | 2,025.6
Fatal 8.5 3.7 11.6 6.9 6.4
Litchfield Injury 528.4 430.8 517.0 566.2 527.9
Property Damage 1,650.6 1,374.5 1,697.5 1,287.7 | 1,580.0
Fatal 8.5 8.4 10.9 7.2 6.6
Middlesex Injury 617.1 607.1 507.0 531.2 498.2
Property Damage 1,420.0 1,360.9 1,155.3 1,166.6 | 1,240.9
Fatal 10.3 6.2 8.2 4.6 5.6
New Haven Injury 821.4 867.8 829.1 780.3 774.7
Property Damage 2,421.9 2,529.3 2,376.4 1,622.8 | 2,201.6
Fatal 7.6 8.6 10.6 6.6 8.0
New London | Injury 596.6 574.1 533.5 527.2 507.0
Property Damage | 2,184.7 2,115.6 1,884.3 | 1,562.3 | 1,967.4
Fatal 10.1 4.7 11.8 7.2 10.6
Tolland Injury 419.1 419.4 446.7 436.7 413.8
Property Damage 1,272.2 1,180.4 1,222.7 | 1,160.6 | 1,282.8
Fatal 17.0 18.7 16.0 13.5 34
Windham Injury 409.9 339.5 437.4 413.0 452.4
Property Damage 1,073.8 1,116.4 1,409.3 1,146.0 | 1,412.4
Fatal 8.0 6.0 8.4 5.8 6.2
Statewide Injury 735.1 731.0 684.3 682.4 659.8
Property Damage 2,190.8 2,209.7 2,036.5 1,502.3 | 1993.7

Sources: FARS Final Files 2008-2011, Annual Report File 2012; Connecticut Department of Transportation
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Table 5. Connecticut Fatalities by County

County 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Fairfield 49 42 57 51 46
Hartford 69 46 69 54 71
Litchfield 16 7 25 14 13
Middlesex 15 14 19 12 12
New Haven 94 58 77 41 49
New London 21 25 33 20 24
Tolland 15 7 21 11 17
Windham 23 25 19 18 4
Total 302 224 320 221 236

Source: FARS Final Files 200872011, Annual Report File 2012

Figures 3, 4, and 7 use HSO’s updated fatality data for 2012. Figure 3 shows Connecticut’s fatalities for
the years 2008 to 2012, the five-year moving averages, and projects this trend through 2016. If
Connecticut’s moving averages trend for 2008 to 2012 continues, the projection would be 254 fatalities
in 2014, 247 in 2015, and 240 in 2016. If the fatality rate per 100 million vehicle miles of travel continues
(Figure 4), it would project to 0.81 in 2014, 0.79 in 2015, and 0.78 in 2016.

Figure 5 shows the trend in serious “A” injuries based on 2008 to 2012 data. If that trend continues, it

would project to 1,769 “A” injuries in 2014, 1,652 in 2015, and 1,535 in 2016. Figure 6 shows the “A"
injury rate per 100 million miles of travel would project to 5.67 in 2014, 5.32 in 2015, and 4.97 in 2016.
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Figure 3. Fatality Trend
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Figure 4. Fatalities per 100M VMT Trend
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Figure 5. Serious (A) Injury Trend
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Figure 6. Serious (A) Injuries per 100M VMT Trend
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Figure 7. Fatality Rate per 100,000 Population
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Geographical Data

Table 6 shows geographical area (county) and municipal crash data. For each of the State’s geographic
counties, the table shows the total number of fatal and injury crashes during 2008 to 2012; the
percentage change in these crash levels from 2008 to 2012 and the 2010, 2011, and 2012 fatal/injury
crash rates per 100,000 residents. Also shown are the 3 municipalities within each geographic county
with the highest 2012 crash rates.
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Table 6. Fatal/Injury Crashes: Geographical County/Municipality, 2008-2012

Fatal/Injury Fatal/Injury Crashes Per 100,000
Loy City/Town with Crashes Pct. Change Pop.

Highest 2012 Rate 2008-2012 2008-2012 2010 2011 2012

Fairfield 33,897 -15% 681 710 678
Westport 1,630 0 1,106 1,156 1,171

Darien 902 -3% 757 925 871

Bridgeport 7196 -22% 890 884 822

Hartford 35,306 -8% 748 754 731
Hartford 8,055 -3% 1,241 1,249 1,260
Plainville 1,008 -4% 1,174 1,066 1,140

East Windsor 558 -1% 955 982 879

Litchfield 5,148 -7% 528 569 530

Sharon 83 189% 360 937 829

Barkhamsted 130 3% 499 893 775

Watertown 724 2% 559 755 772

Middlesex 4,842 -14% 517 539 506

Cromwell 666 11% 947 947 926

Old Saybrook 416 9% 694 861 722

Durham 244 -8% 581 648 702

New Haven 36,674 -18% 837 783 781
Orange 1,271 -20% 1,654 1,604 1,575
Waterbury 6,599 -12% 1,178 1,163 1,178
New Haven 7763 -18% 1,375 1,145 1,087

New London 7,872 -20% 543 532 515
North Stonington 168 33% 453 1,057 1,197

Preston 260 -25% 1,185 952 931

Franklin 102 -52% 989 728 722

Tolland 3,721 -21% 457 443 420
Union 94 -13% 1404 2339 1754

Bolton 151 19% 683 864 609

Vernon 1,002 -24% 647 609 603

Windham 2,896 -22% 452 424 452

Plainfield 530 -12% 661 603 707

Windham 549 -10% 581 478 579

Killingly 357 -6% 350 477 510

Source: Connecticut Department of Transportation
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