
move or re-file each item to the user’s 
Favorites folder.   To save a report from 
Inbox into Favorites, open the report and 
click either “Save” or “Save As.” The 
Favorites folder will be the default target 
(see illustration). 
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Reducing Business Objects Inbox 
Starting February 1, 2012, all Business 
Objects (BO) inbox reports more than 
six months old became subject to 
deletion without prior notice.  This 
change was made to clear out the 
unmanageably large storage space 
that older,  sometimes forgotten, and 
defunct items occupied on the system 
server.  Only the Inbox folder is 
affected.  Older reports in other folders 
(such as the vetted reports in the FMIS 
folder) are not subject to deletion. 
 
The IT database personnel will delete 
individual users’ six-months-old-and-
older reports on an ad hoc basis.  This 
means that deletions can take place 
any time without further notice.  
Deleted reports are permanently lost 
and cannot be restored.   
  
The age of the report is determined by 
the Business Objects “Sent” date.  Users 
may click on the “Sent” column to sort 
their reports by that field, and see 
which ones are six months old or older. 
 
Reports which are currently housed in 
users’ BO Inbox can be protected from 
time-triggered deletion.  The user must  

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE: 
Changes to Business Objects 
 Upgraded Version 
 New Universes  
 New Objects 
Business Objects User Group 
Business Objects XI v4.0 
   Orientation 

2 
 
 
 
3 
 
4 

BUSINESS 

OBJECTS 

EDITION BUSINESS 

OBJECTS 

EDITION 



FMISLink — Page 2 

CHANGES  TO  BUSINESCHANGES  TO  BUSINESCHANGES  TO  BUSINESS  OBJECTS S  OBJECTS S  OBJECTS    

PPENDINGENDING  PPROJECTSROJECTS  UUNIVERSENIVERSE  --  Projects entered in the FMIS that have not been approved and 
authorized by way of electronic signature by a FHWA official, remain in “pending” status.   Heretofore, the 
FMIS did not have the capability of performing queries of the data contained in pending projects.  The FMIS 
Data Warehouse, used to query data, was comprised solely of data from approved projects.  In response to 
user requests, a Business Objects universe of pending projects data elements has been created for query.

On Monday, April 30th, the FMIS Business Objects data query tool will be upgraded to BusinessObjects Web 
Intelligence 4.0.   The upgraded version of this application offers more features, functions, and seamless inte-
gration with popular desktop software such as Microsoft Office.  The upgraded version of Business Objects is 
available for user pre-screening in the FMIS Test environment.  Read further for other exciting changes to 
Business Objects and the enhanced reporting capabilities. 

DFS CDFS COSTOST  CCENTERENTER  OOBJECTSBJECTS  --   Cost Center Lists of Values (LOV) in all FMIS universes have been 
modified to facilitate selection of States according to its DFS area (Director of Field Services).  Users will be 
able to sort State Name, State Code or Postal Abbreviation LOVs by clicking the column header or using the 
search tool. 

RRAPIDAPID  AAPPROVALPPROVAL  ANDAND  SSTATETATE  PPAYMENTAYMENT  SSYSTEMYSTEM  (RASPS) (RASPS) --  A new RASPS universe will be 
accessible through FMIS Business Objects which will facilitate querying of RASPS payment information. The 
current Delphi Reporting Tool (DRT) provides limited access to RASPS data.  The new universe will be ac-
cessible to Division and State users and will provide  more expansive query options.  Any questions about that 
universe should be directed to Rochelle.Zellars-Crawford@dot.gov or Aquilla.Carter@dot.gov.

SSEEEE  ATTACHEDATTACHED  FLYERFLYER  FORFOR  INFORMATIONINFORMATION  ONON    
Business Objects 4.0 Demonstrations 
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I n addition to the FMIS, the Business Objects 
data mining tool is attached to other FHWA 

databases such as Delphi, National Bridge 
Inventory, RASPS, et al. The owners/managers 
of these systems share some of the same goals 
as the FMIS Team.  One such goal is that of 
making data easily and quickly accessible to 
stakeholders through efficient use of technical 
resources, and avoidance of duplication of 
efforts within and across system applications.  
With this in mind, Karen Pinell (Office of  the 
Director of Field Services—West) asked Donna 
Jones (Office of the Chief Financial Officer) to 
join her in forming a Business Objects User 
group.  System owners/managers and other 
interested BO users were invited to join them in 
forming a steering committee for the  group.   
 
Since January, the Business Object User Group 
Steering Committee (BUGS) has been working 
on structuring the group, formulating its goals, 
and mapping plans of actions to accomplish 
those goals.  The Business Objects 4.0 
Orientation webconference, featured on the 
flyer on the next page, is one of the early work 
products of  BUGS. 
 
Some of the committee’s goals include: 
 Development of a collaborative environment 

for BO users to share information and 
request assistance.  

 Development of a formalized forum which  
provides technical assistance to BO users. 

 Development of standardized reports. 
 Presentation and/or hosting of training; 

video conferences, webinars, virtual 
classrooms, discussion boards, wikis, etc.  

 Development of user guides and 
documentation of metadata for BO usage 
from various data sources.  

New  Business Objects User Group 
 

  
 
 
 
 
If you would like to share and receive 
information about Business Objects, you 
can be a BUG member.  Send us a little  
information about yourself —  

 your name,  
 agency/department,  
 level of BO experience — novice, 
 intermediate,  super user 
 email address 

Send to:  BUGBUG@@DOTDOT..GOVGOV  
  
We invite FHWA Business Objects users to 
visit our SharePoint site: 
 

https://one.dot.gov/fhwa/BUG/default.aspx 
 
For FMIS users who are outside of our 
firewall, pertinent information from the 
sharepoint site will be posted on the FMIS 
User News and Information website — 
FUNI.  FUNI is accessible through the FMIS 
Help Menu. 

https://one.dot.gov/fhwa/DFS-West/BUG/Shared%20Documents/�


 
  

Business Objects User Group Steering Committee (BUGS) Web Conference: 
 

Business Objects XI v4.0 Orientation 

 
 

Business Objects XI (BO) has been upgraded to v4.0 
and now has better analytics, visualization, queries, 
reporting, search and navigation.  
 
Do you use BO for DRT, FLH, FMIS, NBI, RADS, 
RASPS or SUPPS?  Want to know what has changed?  
Please join us for a demonstration overview of the 
Business Objects XI v4.0 features, functions and 
capabilities.  We will show you the new design, 
layout and analytical tools available in Business 
Objects’ Business Intelligence Launchpad and Web 
Intelligence query, reporting and analysis tool.   
 

 

Use Business Objects 
to access data in DRT, 
FLH, FMIS, NBI, RADS, 

RASPS and SUPPS. 

Three web conferences have 

been scheduled.  To Register 

click the date you want to 

attend.   

 
• Wed, April 25th, 12:30 – 2:00 PM ET 

 

• Tues, May 1st,      1:00 - 2:30 PM ET 
 

• Thurs, May 3rd,     1:00 - 2:30 PM ET 
 

The May 3rd session will be recorded 
for later viewing.  

 

 
 

Is this your first Web Conference? 
 

Check your system NOW for Flash Player Click here 

Get instruction on how to join a Web conference as a Guest Click here 

View a short tutorial on Web Conference Participation Tips Click here  

 Questions?  Contact donna.jones@dot.gov or 
karen.pinell@dot.gov.  
We are committed to providing equal access to this online 
event for all participants.  If you need alternative formats or 
other reasonable accommodations, please contact 
donna.jones@dot.gov as soon as possible. 
 

https://connectdot.connectsolutions.com/bugs-demo/event/registration.html
https://www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/resources/webconference/web_conf_learner_reg.aspx?webconfid=24494
https://www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/resources/webconference/web_conf_learner_reg.aspx?webconfid=24493
http://admin.breezecentral.com/common/help/en/support/meeting_test.htm
http://fhwa.acrobat.com/wctparticipate
http://fhwa.acrobat.com/wctipsvoiceover/
mailto:donna.jones@dot.gov
mailto:karen.pinell@dot.gov
mailto:donna.jones@dot.gov
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