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1. Clarification: Guidance regarding when statewide location is appropriate
Refer to the “Geospatial Categories for Improvement Types” Starting on Page 31 of the State Preparation Guide. Improvement Types which require geospatial data will do so even if numerous locations are involved. Such improvement types involve significant changes to the capacity or performance of roadway assets, therefore FHWA needs precise location data. A “statewide” location is not appropriate for such situations, since geospatial data is not allowed on statewide detail lines.
FHWA encourages entry of geospatial data but does not require it for minor activities such as line painting, signage, rumble strips, guardrail, removal of downed trees, etc. If such activities are taking place at numerous locations, geospatial data can be omitted by a) using the “Other” Improvement Type if the activity does not meet the definition of another Improvement Type, or b) by indicating that the detail line is statewide. The “statewide” location is appropriate for other situations where multiple activities are being conducted within a defined geographic area (e.g., countywide, districtwide).

2. Correction: UrbanOrRural numeric codes on page 52 are incorrect. 
The highlighted numeric codes below are incorrect. The correct values appear in Appendix A, and they are as follows: 
	Code
	Description

	0
	Statewide

	1
	Rural

	2
	Urban



	UrbanOrRural
	Rural or urban designation
	Number. See Appendix A for valid values.

Business Rules
1. Selection of Urban or Rural is required when county code is other than Statewide.
2. This field should be set to 1 (Urban) when:
a. Urban Id contains a Urban code on the detail line OR
b. Detail line is for a DC or PANYNJ project.
3. If the detail line is statewide and State is other than DC or PANYNJ, this field must be set to 0 (statewide).
4. If this field is not required to be either 1 or 0 by the rules above, and Program Code is a High Risk Rural Road, default to 2  (Rural). 




3. Clarification: A non-geospatial location must be provided when a geospatial omission justification is supplied. 
It is a common misconception that if geospatial data is omitted then no location needs to be provided for a detail line. If geospatial data is omitted, the State will provide location data in a similar manner to FMIS 4. This means that the State will supply the county, congressional district, Functional System, etc. rather than relying on FMIS to derive this information from geospatial data (route ID and mile-points). 

4. Clarification: The “Reestablish” action applies to a withdrawn project or detail line.  

The yellow highlighted text below from page 55 in the preparation guide is ambiguous.  It should read as follows: 
[bookmark: _Toc368990234][bookmark: _Toc406770783]“When used as an action on the <Project> tag, “reestablish” will return a withdrawn project to an active status. All withdrawn detail lines on the withdrawn project will also become active. 
When used as an action on the <Detail> tag, “reestablish” will return a withdrawn detail line to an active status. In this scenario, the project itself may or may not be withdrawn. If the project is withdrawn, the project status will be changed to active when one or more detail lines is reestablished.
Attributes Description
	Values for the Action Attribute
	XML Tag(s)
	Description

	add
	Project, Detail
	Add a new project and detail.

	modify
	Project, Detail
	Modify an existing project and/or detail.

	withdraw
	Project, Detail
	Withdraw the project or detail record.

	delete
	Project
	Delete a pending project that has no signatures Note: The delete action on the detail line has been discontinued since there is no difference between withdraw and delete. 

	close
	Project
	Close the project.

	reopen
	Project
	Reopen a closed project

	reestablish
	Project, Detail
	Reestablish the project or detail record.



5. Correction regarding when the construction box must be checked. 
The highlighted statement below from page 8 of the preparation guide is inaccurate, because the rules for when the construction indicator must be “Y” are not the same between FMIS 4 and FMIS 5. FMIS 4 requires construction to be “Y” when Improvement Type is 01 through 14 or 17. In contrast, FMIS 5 requires the construction box to be checked when Improvement Type is 01 through 14, 17, 40, or 47 through 56. The FMIS 5 rules are correctly stated on page 50 of the State Preparation Guide.
	17.. 
	Changed the circumstances under which the construction indicator on the project detail line must have a value of “Y”
	FMIS 5 was not requiring Construction to be “Y” for the correct Improvement Types. The rules have been revised to match the FMIS 4 rules. 
	Chapter: FMIS Upload File XML Tags
 Subsection: Details Tag Elements Description
Item: IsConstruction 
	Late January, 2015



6. Clarification regarding the use of 3 digit urban codes from FMIS 4 versus 5 digit codes from the 2010 census:

From Page #47 on the State Prep Guide:
FMIS 4 Urbanized area codes values which are associated with at least one apportionment on the FMIS 4 database, will be migrated “as is” to FMIS 5. FMIS 5 will not restrict the use of such codes. This means that users will be able to increase or decrease obligations, add detail lines, etc., subject to over-obligation checks and all other typical project validations.

Additional Clarification
1. FMIS 4 urbanized areas are allowed on any detail line having an urban attributable program code, subject to over-obligation checks.
2. An urban attributable code is one where funds are apportioned and obligated by State, program code, and urbanized area.  
3. Urban Attributable apportionments from FY 2015 and earlier will carry the FMIS 4 urbanized area codes. 
4. Project detail lines will need to reference the FMIS 4 urbanized area code in order to obligate funds from 2015 an earlier.
5. If the detail line has a program code which is not urban attributable, then the user will not be allowed to enter a FMIS 4 urbanized area on a non-GIS location. Any urbanized area on the location must reference an urbanized area code from the 2010 census, or must reference Small Urbanized Area, or Statewide Planning.
6. Detail lines that originate from FMIS 4 can retain their urbanized area code from FMIS 4, regardless of the type of program code, provided that there is no change to location.  If the user saves a non-GIS location online or if a non-GIS location is sent through EDS then rules 1 through 5 above apply.



7. [bookmark: _Toc406770829]Correction: “Undefined” is missing from the list of valid values for NoGisReason.
The highlighted entry below is missing from Appendix A in the State Preparation Guide
NoGisReason
	Code
	Description

	0
	Undefined

	1
	New Construction 

	2
	Off-roadway

	3
	Prepare for Close

	4
	Construction Complete

	5
	Route ID is not on the LRS

	6
	Congressional District map is not in FMIS

	7
	Structure Number on Detail Location

	8
	Statewide detail lines



