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Changes in FMIS Projects

FMIS Link newsletter, the FMIS

Team announced anticipated changes
to the Projects Information module of the
FMIS. Now that those changes have been
programmed into the system, we are ready
to implement them starting on March 12th.
They are:

In the August 2011 edition of the

ON THE PROJECT HEADER:

e The Project Oversight designation will
be mandatory on all new, modified or
re-opened projects. Additionally, the
categories (selection choices) have
been replaced and previously
existing choices are now labeled
as obsolete. Refer to the February
13, 2012, ACTION memorandum on
this topic signed by Chief Financial
Officer, Elissa Konove, for additional
information on the changes.

ON THE PROJECT DETAIL:

e Bridge Improvement Type 8 will not
be valid for the obligation of Highway
Bridge Program (HBP) funds.

e An informational message will

be triggered when an attempt is
made to obligate High Risk Rural
Road funds in an urban area.

e Two new fields have been added
under  “Other Statistics”™> CMGC
(Construction Managers—General
Contractors) and Other-SEP-14.

Additional information will be provided
by the Program Office that administers
the specific area. These changes are
visible in the FMIS Test environment.

The EDS-From and EDS-To manuals
have been posted on the FMIS User
News and Information (FUNI) website.

‘Watch for a special edition of
the FMISLink:

Business Objects

to be released soon
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Change Coming for FMIS Reports

4 I Yhe FMIS Team is undertaking a
major project this year which we
are calling the “FMIS Reports

Optimization.” The goal is to attain the

optimal allocation of resources

dedicated to creating and maintaining

FMIS reports. One manner of reaching

that goal is to cease maintaining some

reports and shift resources to
improving reports which are more
relevant to our current Federal-aid

Highway Program and stakeholders’

interests.

All structured, pre-formatted FMIS
reports will be assessed. These
include standard pre-published reports,
embedded reports (those that can be
launched by pushing an icon from
within one of the FMIS screens),
executable reports (those that launch
from the Run Reports screen), and ad
hoc reports. Users will be allowed to
weigh in with their recommendations
on the disposition of each report.

FMIS Team Contacts

For assistance, users may email the FMIS
Team at FMISTEAM@dot.qov. Individ-
ual members of the Team may be con-
tacted by telephone or email:

Donna L. Jones, FMIS Team Leader:
202-366-2924

Eric Cline: 202-366-2864

Keenan Hillary: 202-366-6254

Edward M. Johnson, Jr.: 202-366-2911
Joy K. Kelly: 202-366-2922

Ebony Mack: 202-366-2846

Mark Tessier: 1-866-758-8565

Initially, we will categorize reports in
one of the following groups:

1. retain without changes;

2. retire from production - no longer
available for execution but
existing reports kept online for
historical reference;

3. modify and update to include
additional data fields and/or
formats so as to enhance the
report’s usefulness;

4. convert to a Business Objects
template - available on demand
and customizable; or

5. other action.

Mr. Eric Cline will lead the Reports
Optimization Project. During the initial
phase, we will compile comments and
recommendations. A SharePoint site
has been set up to garner your input.
Within a few weeks, we will launch the
project and post information on how to
access the SharePoint site, the order in
which reports will be reviewed, how to
submit recommendations, etc. etc.

We are excited about this project and
hope that you will help us prepare for
the next generation of the FMIS.
Reports serve as a valuable resource
for the financial management discipline.
The FMIS Reports Optimization Project is
being undertaken to increase that value.
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For State Users, a Timeout Feature

State users have contacted the

FMIS Team to report that they
have been timed out of the system
around noontime and at various other
times during the day. We found this to
be unusual because the FMIS does not
timeout (Business Objects does,
however). The recurrence of the
problem around noon intrigued us. So
we asked our technical support team to
research the matter. We are happy to
report that they found the cause.
However, we can offer only a work-
around solution.

l n recent months, several of our

The Operational Research Consultants,
Inc. (ORC) portal used by State and
Metropolitan Planning Organization
(MPO) users to access the FMIS has a
timeout feature. The timeout puts a
four hour limit on State or MPO users’
ability to stay logged into the FMIS.
State users who logged into the FMIS
when they arrived to the office in the
morning would find their connection
severing around lunchtime.

The timeout occurs even if the user is
active in FMIS. Unfortunately, because
the timeout is unrelated to activity
status, it can catch State/MPO users in
the middle of work on a project or other
FMIS activity.

The ORC is not a part of the FMIS and
the FMIS Team has no authority to

modify its programming. Regrettably,
we can offer only a workaround
solution to avoid the FMIS shutting
down while you are actively using it.

TRY THIS - After having completed a
certain set of tasks in FMIS, log out of
ORC; then, when you need to work in
the system again, log back in. This
resets the four hour timeout.

The FMIS Team apologizes to our
State and MPO users for this incon-
venience. Changes in the coming year
may solve the problem without needing
to use any workaround. We will keep
you posted.
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